
Appendix A:  Detailed comments on A414 strategy.

As set out in paragraph 3.32 of the main report, it is recommended that the Council 
respond to the Strategy in positive terms. The following detailed observations may 
be made:

1. Segment 7. P168 – Place and Movement Assessment; whilst Tesco is 
mentioned as a destination Hatfield Town Centre should also be explicitly 
mentioned as a destination in the context of improving movement corridors.

2. P172 Package 9 summary map (and subsequent similar maps); the Town 
Centre of Hatfield is shown in the diagram as south of the B6246 (which 
should be B6426), when for accuracy it should be shown between that route 
and the B197 to the north.

3. P176 Package 13; the active travel infrastructure proposed for Coopers Green 
Lane is welcomed, since this corridor is likely to come under increasing 
pressure from traffic linked to proposed new housing developments north of 
Hatfield and potentially at Symondshyde, also east of St Albans. Land 
ownership could be a critical issue here, particularly further west towards St 
Albans, as the existing highway and associated verge space is relatively 
narrow. Developer funding contributions could be obtained from the 
developments north of Hatfield, but additional funding sources are likely to be 
necessary for a comprehensive corridor scheme.

4. P178 package 13; a requirement for bus priority at A1(M) junction 3 is 
mentioned in relation to a possible MRT route. This principle is supported but 
building in bus priority in this location could be challenging given the physical 
and structural constraints of bridges over the motorway at junction 3. A 
segregated MRT route between A414 and A1001 northbound could be 
investigated.

5. P187 Package 14; the challenges involved with improving cycle links at A1(M) 
junction 3 are recognised. In the longer term an integrated solution taking into 
account the MRT route may be possible.

6. P188 package 14 summary map; to which locations do the interventions 
shown on the right hand side relate?

7. P189 package 15; in table, crossing upgrade should be adjacent to Comet 
Way not Comet Road.

8. P190 package 15; Cavendish Way/Bishops Rise roundabout; would need 
evidence on congestion and details of design to show that replacement by 



signalised crossroads would be an improvement.   
  

9. P195 package 16 summary map; three of the boxes are unconnected to 
specific locations on the map. 

10.P196 package 17; downgrading of Comet Way to one lane in each direction. 
The principle of reducing the severance effect of the dual carriageway A1001 
is supported, however this route is heavily trafficked and care should be taken 
that a bottle-neck effect is not created. Highways England will need to be 
consulted as the route is a diversion for the A1(M) during tunnel closures, but 
a balance between road capacity and promotion of sustainable travel needs to 
be reached.

11.P197 package 17; the suitability of Wellfield Road as a multi-modal route 
including provision of a bus lane for MRT should be carefully assessed for 
width and effect on amenity.

12.P199 package 18; the provision of a cycle lane along St Albans Road East is 
supported, however the rail bridge close to the Red Lion junction is a major 
constraint. To widen the bridge would probably be a long term project, in 
conjunction with Network Rail, which may be the reason it is not specifically 
mentioned in the table. Is this road being considered for an MRT link? If so 
the bridge would be a factor in that also. An alternative MRT route through 
Hatfield could be from the town centre via French Horn Lane and then Hatfield 
Station to the Red Lion junction.

13.P202 package 19; this package of measures is considered very important in 
the context of future large-scale development close to Stanborough and 
Coopers Green Lane. Please see comments at 3 above in respect of Coopers 
Green Lane. There is a minor capacity improvement at the Coopers Green 
Lane/Green Lanes mini-roundabout already included in the Welwyn Hatfield 
IDP and this should also be mentioned in the package.

14.P205 package 20; there is overlap here with package 19 in terms of schemes. 
Important not to double count the indicative costs when arriving at cost totals.

15.P207 package 20; the nature of any achievable further improvements at 
Junction 4 A1(M) remains unspecified even after a lot of technical assessment 
work has been undertaken. The ‘solution’ to the problem of congestion at J4 
will be a key issue in determining the level of future housing and employment 
growth in the area.

16.P208; there are a number of issues around potential MRT routes, and this 
Council would welcome early engagement with HCC concerning route options 
and likely infrastructure requirements. The Council welcomes the thinking 
around bringing Parkhouse Bus Station at Hatfield back into use as part of an 



MRT route. There is also a need to consider an interim use for this bus 
station.  
 

17.A potential scheme for widening/replacing the footbridge over the A1(M) just 
north of Birchwood Avenue/A1001 roundabout, to provide cycle as well as 
pedestrian access, should be included in the packages. This will improve 
connectivity from the northern end of the Business Park and Hatfield Garden 
Village towards the town centre, via Wellfield Road and Lemsford Road.

18.P211 segment 9; some text is missing from the last box in the table.

19.P212 place and movement summary; some further text may be helpful in 
explaining the coloured matrix in the bottom right hand corner.

20.P219; A MRT interchange at Mill Green would be useful, but does present a 
number of route and infrastructure challenges given restrictions on space and 
the way in which the A414 is accessed from this location.

21.P222 package 22; the last sentence of text has some text missing at the end.  

22.P223 summary map; ‘Parkway’ north of B195 should be Digswell Road.

23.P226 second paragraph; ‘B198’ should be ‘B158’ Lower Hatfield Road.

This Council reiterates its broad support for the A414 Strategy and for the balance 
contained in the draft document between essential highway capacity improvements 
and investment in encouraging use of sustainable modes and active travel, following 
the principles in LTP4.

The Council would welcome close involvement with HCC (and Highways England 
where necessary) in the development of options and routes for the MRT in Welwyn 
Hatfield, as well as with the identified schemes to mitigate congestion around 
Coopers Green Lane and the A1(M) motorway junctions 3 and 4 in particular. The 
A414 Strategy should be a ‘living’ document and have the detailed flexibility to 
respond to changing Local Plan growth distributions.

Once the Strategy is adopted (subject to amendments following this consultation), 
the Council looks forward to working with the County Council in prioritising schemes 
and putting together funding profiles to make use of the various sources of 
infrastructure funding available.


